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The  Seventh  World  Congress  of  the  Communist  International 
vas  held  in  Moscow  from  July  2)  to  August  20,  19)). 


The  Condition  of  the  Youth  Hat  Changed 

£OMRADES,  the  clearest  and  truest  utterance  on  the  existing 
war  danger  was  made  by  Comrade  Stalin  at  the  last  Con- 
gress of  the  Communist  Party  of  the  Soviet  Union.  At  that  time 
he  also  clearly  and  strikingly  depicted  the  hopeless  confusion,  the 
impasse  reached  by  the  imperialist  politicians,  who,  in  spite  of  the 
experience  of  the  last  World  War,  which  unleashed  revolution  in 
a number  of  countries  and  led  to  the  victory  of  the  proletariat  in 
Russia,  are  nevertheless  preparing  to  clutch  at  war  "as  a drowning 
man  clutches  at  a straw".  A new  world  war  will  again  "unleash 
revolution  and  put  in  question  the  very  existence  of  capitalism  in  a 
number  of  countries",  Comrade  Stalin  said.  But  in  the  same 
speech  he  also  expressed  himself  in  the  most  vigorous  fashion 
against  all  opportunist  reliance  on  spontaneity. 

At  our  Congress,  Comrade  DimitrofF  has  struck  a most  severe 
blow  at  reliance  on  spontaneity.  As  you  will  remember,  comrades, 
his  report  on  the  fight  against  fascism  and  his  reply  to  the  discus- 
sion were  from  beginning  to  end  inspired  by  this  spirit  of  struggle 
against  reliance  on  automatism,  the  spirit  which  demands  the 
greatest  intensification  of  our  Bolshevik  activity. 

The  same  basic  thought  ran  through  the  report  of  Comrade 
Hrcoli  on  the  tasks  of  t ie  Communist  International  in  connection 
with  the  preparations  by  the  imperialists  for  a new  world  war. 
His  report  was  so  detailed  and  comprehensive  that  I have  very 
little  to  add  to  it.  My  remarks  in  supplement  to  that  report  will 
deal  exclusively  with  one  sector  of  this  struggle,  namely,  the  strug- 
gle of  youth. 

I cannot,  however,  confine  myself  to  the  special  struggle  of 
youth  against  war.  It  goes  without  saying  that  we  must  organize 
campaigns  among  the  youth  specially  on  the  question  of  war,  that 
we  must  carry  on  specifically  anti-militarist  work,  and  the  like. 
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This  alM.  i>  important,  just  as  it  i»  important  u>  or***-  ‘ 

anti  fiMWt  campaigns  an.!  even  special  anti-faJ-jT?  *1*0*1 


g*n»  But  the  most  important,  the  funJjntcnuL  tlm,  T***"*  ** 
vrlopmrnt  of  a general  militant  youth  movement.  "tyL*  l*  ^ 
succeed  or  not  in  creating  a revolutionary  or  radical  x il  ** 
ment  of  a strong  ma-«.  character  will  he  of  decisive  ■ •c*1®*' 
both  tor  the  figlu  again  it  the  war  danger  and  the  fichit*^* 
fascism;  and  in  particular  it  is  a question  of  develops™ 
united  front  movement  among  the  youth.  * 

The  fight  against  fascism  and  war  is,  of  course,  one  of  k- 
most  important  questions  of  every  radical  youth  movement.  ft 
however,  the  fight  against  war  and  fjsctsm  is  made  the  onlymh 
ject  of  the  program  of  action  of  the  youth,  or  if  the  anti-ww  or 
anti-fascist  struggle  of  the  vouth  is  organized  in  a narrow  "d* 
partmental"  fashion,  tin*  broadest  youth  masses,  as  experience  hu 
shown,  cannot  he  included,  cannot  he  set  in  motion.  In  order  tc 
achieve  this  a broader  youth  program  of  action  must  be  drawn  up 

This,  for  instance,  has  been  shown  by  the  experience  gained  in 
the  work  of  the  International  Youth  Committee  for  Struggle 
Against  ascism  and  War.  This  Committee  has  performed  no 
mean  work.  But  the  winning  of  the  masses  proceeded  very  slowly 
as  long  as  thev  confined  themselves  to  these  two  questions.  It  w*» 
not  until  the  international  Committee  took  the  initiative  of  catling 
a broad  Youth  Conference  on  the  basis  of  a general  program  for 
the  vouch  that  its  actions  met  with  strong  response  among  the 
masses. 


How,  comrades,  is  this  circumstance  to  Ik  explained?  By  the 
fact  that  during  the  last  fen  yeart  the  condition  of  the  youth  hdi 
radically  changed.  We  are  here  referring  nor  only  to  protracted 
and  chronic  unemployment . Lack  of  occupation  has  already  be- 
come a mass  phenomenon  among  the  youth.  Formerly,  many 
schools,  at  least  the  lower  schools,  were  open  to  the  working  class 
south  in  most  of  the  capitalist  countries.  Today,  the  schools,  and 
opportunities  for  education  generally,  arc  becoming  more  and 
more  restricted  for  the  younger  members  of  the  roiling  population. 
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Funnerlv.  » certain  even  if  >!u;lu-  number  of  the  working  claw 
youth  I)  id  the  Opportunity  of  rising  out  of  their  class  to  something 
"higher”,  to  die  ranks  of  the  petty  bourgeoisie,  or  the  petty-hour- 
grotsir  intelligentsia;  in  exceptional  cases  a young  worker  could 
liccomr  a doctor,  architect  or  teacher.  These  exceptional  cases 
wct>-  sulfti  i«  nt  to  foster  reformist  illusions  among  ihr  greater  part 
of  the  working  class  youth. 

Today,  on  the  contrary,  whole  strata  of  the  working  class 
youth  .ire  becoming  declassed,  that  is  to  sav,  they  no  longer  have 
the  opportunity  of  rising  even  into  the  class  of  their  fathers, 
the i have  no  chance  at  all  of  finding  work,  or  of  learning  a pro 
fession.  These  young  people  are  sinking  to  the  level  of  the  lum- 
penproietarut,  are  falling  a prey  to  hunger,  poverty,  crime  and 
prostitution. 

The  bourgeoisie,  however,  which  is  unable  to  offer  oppor- 
tunities of  work  to  a steadily  increasing  section  of  the  youth, 
needs  this  youth  for  war  purposes.  The  young  people  are  being 
driven  into  barracks  and  compulsory  labor  camps. 

Today,  nine-tenths  of  the  younger  generation  are  suffering 
want  in  one  form  or  another.  The  younger  generation  has  be- 
come a suffering,  oppressed,  heard y oppressed,  generation.  It 
forms  a new-  oppressed  stratum  of  the  people.  Even  the  United 
States,  a country  where  it  is  alleged  that  the  youth  has  the  great- 
est opportunities  and  is  relatively  well  off,  has  become  a country 
of  colossal  unemployment  and  neglect  cf  the  youth. 

This  circumstance  has  created  the  basis  on  which  a very 
broad  youth  people's  front  can  develop, 

Fascism  has  been  commissioned  by  the  bourgeoisie  to  infect 
the  neglected  youth  with  its  demagogy,  and  especially  with  chau- 
vinism. In  fact,  this  situation  creates  objective  opportunities  for 
fascism  to  carry  on  its  noxious  work  among  the  youth.  But 
Communism  also  has  far  greater  opportunities  for  work  among 
the  youth  than  formerly.  The  only  question  is  whether  we  are 
capable  of  utilizing  these  opportunities. 

This  question  cannot  be  answered  off-hand  in  the  affirmative. 
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Ai  any  rate,  I have  no  doubt  ilut  dull  t'rj, 

■ « i Vi  -P  . **  •! 


n:  .'>•* 


Coo,. 


’ T *P  # * *y  I £ g [ 

*ii«iii  Hut  we  .Ik]  hoi  irarnr  ^ resolution*  befa^T*  rt*>lu- 

nJr  ( linn^Jdiiov  has  l»crc  referred  to  some  of  tKcj 

.Ml  m.m  iwtL  among  the  youth.  But  these  re*oluti0*  rei°utioaj 

i arrir.l  out.  *er* 

And  tlie  resolutions  themselves  suffered  from 


f'fVff 


f«.t:  thry  were  too  general,  too  abstract.  We  mu*^ d'I * * 4” 
lesson  from  this.  Comrade  DunitrolT  ha*  strongly  str*  * 
fact  that  sectarianism  frequently  disguises  itself  under 7k  :** 
of  Bolshevik  theses.  We  are  not  afraid  of  criticizing  it  a 
the  sphere  of  the  youth  movement  we  have  grounds  eno  kr 
criticism  and  self-criticism.  On  this  occasion,  however  I * 7 
like  to  deal  with  the  positive  experiences  gained  by  the*  Co 
nist  youth  movement  recently  in  certain  countries— princ^dii' 
m France  and  the  United  States.  In  part.  Comrades  Cheml 
danov  and  Michal,  and  still  more  Comrades  Raymond,  Guy« 
and  Cirerrv,  have  dealt  with  this.  However,  it  appears  to  me  not 
unprofitable  to  analyze  these  experiences  in  greater  detail  in 
order  that  they  may  become  the  possession  of  the  Young  Com- 
munist l eagues  of  all  countries.  (I  have  also  received  instructive 
information  from  Comrade  Diego  in  Spain.  But  I shall  have  to 
forego  an  analysis  of  the  experiences  of  the  Spanish  comrades 
because  I received  the  information  too  late.; 


The  french  Experience 


I he  fascists  proposed  to  the  masses  of  the  French  youth  the 
creation  of  a "front  of  the  younger  generation”.  Our  French 
comrades — Comrade  Raymond  and  others — accepted  this  chal- 

lenge of  the  fascists.  But  how  did  they  do  this? 

Had  they  been  mere  doctrinaire  propagandists,  they  would 

have  rejected  the  very  formulation  of  the  question,  declaring: 
there  is  no  problem  of  the  younger  generation;  there  is  only  a 
class  problem,  the  problem  of  the  oppression  of  the  working 
classes  and  working  class  vouth. 
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Put  (hr  French  comrades  artrd  differently.  They  *aid:  Very 
*v]l,  let  us  discuss  the  problem  of  the  present  younger  genera- 
tum  h >f  3u  acute  question,  a sore  question,  It  is  a question  of 
t|,r  poverty,  oppression  and  desperate  condition  of  the  vast  mi- 
]linty  of  the  present  younger  generation.  What  is  necessary  is  a 
fight  against  this  ruthless  oppression  of  the  youth.  It  is  ahso- 
lutcly  essential  that  the  youth  should  fight  for  its  rights,  for  its 
, jtise.  A front  of  the  younger  generation  must  be  created.  Hut 
,y,jinft  whom?  Who  is  responsible  for  the  impoverishment  of 
rlu-  younger  generation?  Who  is  exploiting  them,  or  throwing 
■hem  out  of  employment  onto  the  streets,  according  to  his  profit 
interests?  The  capitalist,  above  all  the  big  capitalist.  Who  is 
oppressing  and  fettering  the  youth?  Who  is  preventing  them 
from  leading  a decent  human  existence?  The  reactionary  bour- 
geoisie and  its  machinery  of  power.  Who  wants  to  tie  the  youth 
■util  more  frightfully  hand  and  foot?  Who  wants  to  suppress 
bloodily  the  fight  of  the  youth  for  their  rights?  The  tools  of  the 
reactionary  bourgeoisie — the  fatcists,  the  people  of  the  "Fiery 
Cross”.  Hence,  these  are  the  enemies  of  the  youth.  It  is  against 
these  people  that  the  front  of  the  younger  generation  must  be 
formed. 

This  is  the  way  the  French  comrades  put  the  matter. 

The  French  fascists,  on  the  other  hand,  called  for  a front  of 
the  younger  generation  against  the  old  regime  and  against  the 
old  parties,  including  the  Communist  Party.  The  fascists  raised 
the  banner  of  a ’'new”  movement  and  a "new”  party,  and  be- 
lieved that  it  would  dazzle  the  youth  by  its  brilliance  and  enable 
the  fascists  to  utilize  for  their  own  fascist  ends  the  justified  hat- 
red of  the  youth  for  the  old  corrupt  party  system. 

But  our  French  comrades  declared:  Against  the  old  regime, 
by  all  means.  But  fascism  represents  the  oldest  and  worst  regime, 
a variety  of  the  barbaric  feudal  regime  carried  over  to  modern 
society.  W hat  the  interests  of  the  broadest  strata  of  the  youth 
urgently  demand  is  a fight  against  the  old  regime  in  conjunction 
with  the  Communists;  this  fight  is  in  the  most  urgent  interest  of 
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,,lr  voungn  Krnrr,iiu>n.  But  „ 

!" ,i,r  *ho|,,,on  ®f  old 

dommafioa  „l  Mmmbm  rf£ 

£L£  Kd  for  «*  - MsSsfc 

«W  intrrrtt,  of  only 

of  the  mure  people  and  the  entire  youth.  P ^ 'mo 

riiat  t*  not  true  our  Trench  comrades  rctorted-for  , he  • 

fenr  *»  ° * "i lT ^l™"8  maioritv  <>*  **  people  who  art  *f. 
7 m8  Wa"*’  h“*u*  'h'Y  «*  exploited  by  a few  rich  run 

‘ ics,  are  the  true  interest*  of  the  people.  And  it  is  the  imertsTof 

all  who  are  exploited  and  oppressed  that  the  Communists  in 

K\  ft'  fascist  murder  pangs,  however,  seize  by  the 

t iroat  the  masses  of  the  people  who  are  rejecting  the  yoke  of  the 
parasitic  finance  capitalists  and  pretend  that  this  is  *V  fight  ia 
the  interests  of  the  people”, 

Ni>w,  was  thr  manner  of  action  of  our  Trench  comrades  ng- 
or  " fong?  C omrades,  if  any  of  you  should  answer;  "Of  course, 
it  was  right  , I will  retort:  right,  but  not  "of  course".  Foe  at  tha: 
t'mr,  last  year,  when  the  French  comrades  began  for  (he  fa* 
time  to  approach  the  youth  masses  in  this  way  it  was  M*  ® 
course  at  all.  On  tJw  contrary.  Here,  for  instance,  among  t 
eaders  of  the  Young  Communist  International,  it  apf** 
even  to  some  of  the  best  comrades  as  strange,  doubtful* 

nensible.  They  shook  their  heads  and  said  in  astonishment- 
„!  *°rt  ^ language  is  this — "a  front  of  the  younger  fi6”* 
tion  ! That  is  not  our  Communist  language,  it  is  a s'0®*11 
roW'd. from  fascists. ...  ft, 

»at  wan,  of  course,  a complete  misunderstanomg 

‘■rench  comrades  only  utilized  the  form  of  stating  the 
. } *J**  f**cists  in  order  to  give  it  a truly  revolution 

' f And  j“st  ^ause  they  were  not  afraid  of  using  ^ 
,l  statin8  *hr  matter,  but  took  up  the  controversy  Pf° 
assists  before  the  youth  masses,  they  succeeded  Ui 
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,t,f  »word  from  the  hand  of  thr  fascists  and  in  turning  it  again  tt 

fascism.  i / 

It  was  precisely  this  art  of  fencing,  parrying  every  thrust  of 

til,  fascist  demagogues,  that  was  formerly  so  feebly  developed 

among  our  young  comrades  in  Gctmany. 

Our  French  comrades,  when  speaking  to  the  youth  masses, 

were  ah!r  to  give  the  right  answer  to  the  question:  " What 

must  the  youth  light  for?” 

For  the  elementary  material  demands  of  the  present  day,  or 
tor  the  great  ideals  of  the  future? — tins  false  contrast  has  in 
many  countries  been  a constant  stumbling-block  in  Communist 
agitation  among  the  youth,  with  the  result  that  our  Y'oung 
Communist  leagues  did  not  come  out  with  complete  convinc* 
ingnrss  either  for  the  immediate,  day-to-day  demands  of  the 
vout h,  n»r  for  their  great  aims  of  the  future.  The  false  impres- 
V01’  P^sbted  among  large  numbers  of  the  youth  that  the  re- 
tormists,  and  even  the  Catholic  priests,  arc  more  concerned 
a Hit  the  daily  needs  of  the  youth  masses  than  the  Communists, 
an  i lat  the  fascist  demagogues  arc  better  able  than  the  Com- 

munists  to  offer  them  prospects  for  an  attractive  and  alluring 

future.  " 

of  r/?1C  ^ rjnc^  VounS  comrades,  however,  realized  the  importance 
l',s’  j1n  lm“crstood  the  art  of  organically  combining  the  day- 
y <mands  of  the  youth  with  the  revolutionary  aims  of  the 

and  fm”Vnn  nt'.  ^ ^,c  rnnks  both  of  the  Socialist  youth 

nicctin  C 1Cf  (Cl5l,^'Ci111  *in^  Catholic  youth,  as  well  as  at  mass 
r„  °,  1 c unemployed  youth,  they  met  wirh  an  enthusiastic 

^Ponse  when  they  declared: 

rise  J-entUe  "'hicl1  is  suffering  want  and  injustice,  must 

of  J,a«r  IjCt  us  for  our  rights,  the  rights 

mc_  c t C "aVC  dlc  r'sht  to  live,  but  even  this  most  ele- 
atl(j  ^ °.  uman  rights  is  denied  us  by  the  ruling  capitalists 
cmplovmU  at°\v  cl"mancl  immediate  assistance,  immediate 

<ducir'  C”1  ^iavc  a ^fiht  to  vocational  training,  a right  to 
°u  in  general.  This  right,  too,  is  now  being  systematically 
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agu* 


. m ,.,W  and  w.tbdtawt,.  Wt  j, 

J«ll  l.lrn  |.y  tht  government  »„in«  .1  S'di*'«  x. 

***  bueden  ol  the  ctUl  dull  be 

,h;  ^ "I  the  mon^y  fc?**  3?JS 
th...r  who  .re  profiting  by  the  cru„  W,  10  **»e  h^,** 

non.  demand  the  right  to  a letter,  a hapnv  f >’°“ng'r  g™,,” 

».nt  to  all...  leaner  to  be  I btleriaed.  We  wt'tT^'  * * 
of  the  Ian, at  murder  ganga.  We  want  to 

± Wl«.  And  therefore  we  mua.  earry  on  , d 
«‘,e  m our  countfV  againw  the  fascists  and  rcarri  «nig 

who  arr  P«P*rmg  for  a new  world  war  and  a J ** 
agamu  the  French  working  claw,  Umna*  v* 

It  was  in  this  spirit  that  thr  French  Youne  Comm.  • • 
acted,  and  it  aucceeded  in  atarting  a maaa  united 
movement.  Tht,  act, on  of  the  young  comrade,  p " ^ 
been  emtered  and  criticized  from  the  atandpoin,  of^J? t 
mnatte  font,., la, . You  have  omitted  to  emphZe-j, 
tint  it  u unpo.oWf  under  capttalUm  to  achieve  any  d— ^ 
for  improvement,  in  the  condition  of  the  working  cLZa 
Ih„  u an  otnmton  from  thr  point  of  virw  of  principle  LI 
port  u nut  deviation  the  strict  critics  averred.  ' 

Hut  the  French  young  comrade,  held  a different  opinion, 
and  quttr  rightly.  They  Mid:  No.  it  ir  fmublt  to  achieve  certain 
improvements  in  the  condition  of  the  youth,  provided  lame 
masses  of  the  people  can  be  gotten  to  undertake  a common  and 
determined  struggle.  And  it  is  for  us  to  sec  to  it  that  they  do  so; 
, "P™*  hot  *lnd  ‘oremost  on  us,  on  the  energy  we  display, 

“father  re  pursuc  thc  n*ln  tactics-  Inspired  by  this 
rul>  Bolshevik  determination,  the  young  comrades  of  France 

Jpproac  e the  masses  of  the  unemployed  youth  and  put  the 
following  before  them: 

VC  inter  is  approaching,  comrades.  You  know  what  sufferings 

! * 9 k?i  HT  endure  these  torments  like  timorous 

saves,  o.  c van  not  and  will  not  live  through  the  coming 
inter  as  we  avc  lived  hitherto.  If  you  agree,  we  call  upon  you 
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Stud  mass  deputations  to  the  Minuter  of 

tJ  j l Un*nce 1 Send  a deputation  even  to  Geneva,  to  the  League 
L,Uir  at  *>  | ' mi/c  immediately  mighty  demonstrations  in 
t|  Nano»*^  ^ We  young  people  must  fight  for  our  right 

,,lfi*,r<Onlv  in  tliia  way  fan  wf  *ckieve  any  amelioration  of  our 
And  wf  shall  fight  like  lions.  We  shall  show  the  rich 
' i|Uj  ,f,f  otKei  hyenas  of  the  crisis,  the  gentlemen  of  the 
f in  te  dr  Forges  and  their  ilk,  that  the  French  youth  refuse  to 
}<'» laves,  let  the  old  world  tremble,  for  we,  the  younger  genera • 

turn,  arc  fifing! 

By  acting  in  this  way,  our  young  Trench  comrades  at  this 
, i ,r  politically  defeated  fascism  in  the  eyes  of  the  youth 
mjvrfs  The  fascists  Inst  thc  taste  for  talking  about  "the  front  of 
tj)f  younger  generation";  they  retreated  like  dogs,  their  tails 
[ytwren  their  legs,  [Loud  applause.) 

Last  year,  tins  "French  method  of  fighting"  fascism  was  still 
kK>mtihing  new.  At  that  time  it  demanded  great  political  courage 
ind  independence  on  the  part  of  our  comrades,  For  those  com- 
rades in  the  leadership  of  the  Young  Communist  International 
who  at  first  did  not  understand  the  language  of  the  French  com- 
rades—a language  so  tree  from  the  old  catchwords — because 
they  did  not  grasp  the  political  meaning  of  this  language,  this 
case  served  as  an  important  political  lesson.  {I  called  it  "French 
lessons"  at  thc  time.)  And  I must  say  that  these  comrades  in 
the  leadership  of  the  Young  Communist  International  learnt 
quickly  and  began  to  support  thc  course  of  the  mass  policy  of 
the  Communist  youth  of  France  with  true  Bolshevik  determina- 
tion and  energy.  And  not  only  that,  they  took  the  initiative  in 
inducing  the  Young  Communist  Leagues  in  other  countries  to 
adopt  the  same  course. 

Of  course,  the  Young  Communist  International  as  a whole 
has  taken  only  the  first  steps  in  the  application  of  these  tactics- 
lint  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  under  the  guidance  of  their 
present  leaders  they  will  advance  rapidly  and  determinedly 
along  this  road. 
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1'hf  Amenta n lixp^rience 


I hr  experiences  recently  gained  by  the  Yotlfl  r 
l r.n; u?  of  the  f !.S.A.  arc  also  highly  instructive 

1 here  matters  began  with  the  catling  of  a genetal 
the  youth  organizations  of  the  country  as  a result  of 
organizational  initiative  displayed  by  a fascist  group 
MipjH'rt  of  the  government.  The  Young  Communist  I e,,  ! 
faced  bv  the  question  of  whether  it  should  send  its  !*’w 

x ■ I - . . ptesenta tives 

to  this  congress  or  not.  It  is  not  surprising  that  opinion  with' 
the  Young  Communist  League  should  have  been  divided  on  ^ 
novel  a question. 

A few  years  earlier  a question  of  this  kind  would  in  all 
probability  have  been  settled  even  without  discussion:  any  par 
ticipation  would  have  been  rejected,  and  our  Young  Communisi 
League  would  probably  have  received  such  a sectarian  decision 
with  self-complacency,  as  the  best  solution  to  a difficult  ques- 
tion. lint  now  this  question  was  discussed  in  the  Young  Com- 
munist League,  and  it  turned  out  that  the  comrades  who  were 
opposed  to  participating  in  the  congress  had  very  poor  argu- 
ments to  oifer.  "We  are  afraid  that  we  are  too  weak  to  put  up  a 
stand  against  such  powerful  forces",  they  said. 

You  see,  comrades,  how  the  old  sectarianism,  which  has  so 
often  taken  the  shape  of  exaggerated  self-assertion,  on  this 
occasion,  when  a great  practical  task  demanded  a clear  and  bold 
decision,  revealed  itself  as  a lack  of  confidence  in  our  own  forces, 
in  the  leading  role  of  the  working  class  youth. 

The  leaders  of  the  Young  Communist  League  of  the  United 
States,  headed  by  Comrade  Green,  brushed  this  faint-hearted 
argument  aside,  rolled  up  their  sleeves  and  went  to  the  congress, 
at  which  an  extremely  veriegated  group  of  young  people  from 
most  diverse  strata  was  assembled.  Our  American  comrades 
achieved  a great  success  at  this  youth  congress.  The  agents  of 
fascism  were  completely  isolated,  and  the  congress  was  trans- 
formed into  a great  united  front  congress  of  the  radical  youth. 
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I , | iirf  a second  general  youth  congtc* 

* 4 *!***•  1 . trradv  rnjoved  a |*o*ttion  of  •Uthor- 

~ is  T ■ d T^Z 

Z It  »*•  Thtt/  I their  new  rn..x*  policy.  »"d  lo  thf 
,V;^^^^j7eamrd  to  approach  and  conduct  the  work  in 

NUjt  £v  ban.edTo^/y  to  X/mw/e  the  degree  of  radical- 
the  youth  waiter,  that  i*.  to  estimate  it  correctly, 

*hTf  Eigl*  under-valuations  and  without  "Left”  over-valua- 


“ lv  manv  comrades  had  too  simple  an  idea  of  die 

ilia*  * radical, oa.ion  .f  O.c  «o,lm« 

"*wr‘  n upsurge  Of  the  mass  movement  bad  begun- 

T I 'vus  actually  the  case  in  America— it  could  be  * stamped 
*hL,f  */urthrr  ado  a real  "revolutionary”  upsurge  and  one  had 

2;’Xn“m  look  up  the  program  of  d»C  Yoilftg  Of™** 
Internationa  I for  the  revolutionary  slogans  that  should  be  issued 
in  juch  a situation  and  the  revolutionary  tasks  that  should  be 

Our  American  young  comrades  now  learned  that  although  a 
c„at  process  of  radicalization  and  acriviration  of  the  youth 
mm*  had  indeed  set  in  in  the  United  States,  these  masses 
indeed  even  their  most  active  representatives— still  did  not  under- 
viand  the  most  ordinary  Communist  slogans,  battle-cries  ana  de- 
mands. They  did  not  even  understand  so  simple  a thing  as 
fascism.  THU  had  first  to  be  explained  to  them  in  a popular 
way  And  even  when  they  grasped  that  fascism  is  an  enemy,  it 
was  found  that  many  of  them  considered  it  quite  in  order  when 
the  Hearn  press  issued  the  cry,  "Against  Communism  an 
Fascism!"  They  failed  to  observe  that  genuine  American  fascist 
agitation  was  being  carried  on  under  this  treacherous  paise. 
They  had  to  be  convinced  in  the  most  patient  manner  posslj>  c ° 
the  true  state  of  affairs,  without  our  own  opinion  being  jotcc 
on  them.  Whereupon  it  was  discovered,  for  instance,  that  many 
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ol  those  who  were  already  prepared  to  join  witL  , 

„g„e  i„  ,1*  fisht  '(he  ““!>  jh,  Y<WOg 

loutd  Mill  not  be  gotten  *o  take  narr  ;»  md 

atratioiu.  They  Here  entirely  unaccustomed  to  th!****1 J**1** 

'truggle,  and  one  luj  at  first  to  join  with  them  ; o| 

elementary  forms  of  struggle,  which  could  U>  re  " a j ’ 1 m°* 
members  of  their  organizations  aS  their  own  form*  f **  ,bt 
in  order  later,  as  their  fighting  spirit  grew,  to  lead 

Second,  our  American  young  comrades  convinced  SiT  i 
tlut  they  indeed  had  a lot  to  Lam  from  the  noi.  ColT"” 

ttttftftSi  ^Vwiftuntst 

for  instance,  they  learnt  "a  new  language”  the  frr<k 

trete,  popular  and  expressive  language  of  youth tin-  ( ‘ COn‘ 

wh.ch  Comrade  Dimitroff  here  demanded— in  place  of  thfd? 
dry.  stereotyped  jargon  which  is  almost  incomprehensible  to  ,kf 
normal  human  mind.  Comrade  Green  has  explained  how.  in  con 
nectum  with  the  youth  congress,  they  succeeded  in  framing  fa 

highly  .m^rtant  Declaration  of  Rights  of  the  American 
i oucli  in  the  language  of  youth: 

\ . ■ \X'e  Jid  ail  in  our  power  to  see  to  it  that  as  man y youth 
and  rhejr  org  miration*  as  possible  were  drawn  in  to  help  formulate 
and  finalize  this  document*" 

And  he  added: 

Bv^  working  in  manner  wc  did  not  weaken  the  prestige  of 
l * ‘C.I„  bu:  'trengthtned  i:;  we  dinwed  large  numbers  of  youth 
tlut  the  \ X .h.  had  no  narrow  interests  but  that  tes  main  concern 
wji  to  broaden  tbe  vouch  congress  and  make  it  the  most  effective 

mass  movement  against  reaction  and  for  the  immediate  need*  of 
i lie  youth/1 

In  particular,  the  representatives  of  the  American  Young 
Communist  League  have  learnt  from  the  masses  how  to  approach 
the  ncn*pro!t tartan  strata  of  the  vouch  correctly*  Formerly*  many 
members  of  the  Noting  Communist  League  looked  down,  fof 
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** *»•  *'*°  *n 
■l"«  ,o  he  tl.min.icd  lr.cn  the 


^ ^r^r  e-^j*  rcUnnn..ed  (tom  the 

«*»»'**'  Lvcmmt.  If  <l«  r>prr«n.»MVM 

******* D.  /^.mltlUSl  V‘n,CM 


mov 


veil'111*4  * ■ * j . p 

‘<rt(",k  »7‘"  ol  ,|„  United  State.  h»d  no. 

* t’.  Y«0t  Commun..'  I-«S  ^ youll,  in  a comradely 

:?  ...  annroach  tn*  , t _ tn  have  tic- 


ho.  ««  -W'”  , • 

would  l.a«  k n 


impossible  lor 


fin  to  have  de- 
tht  student*,  the 


iJjKtn.  it  • j front  actions  among  me 

^j.hr.r  T . c bi?  students’  strike  against  war 

' Jor.^f tdnt  of  winch  . KkU  184.000  student*  took 


i a*- ism  on 


April  ly55‘  ,n 


^ft  1 I American  young  comrades  have  also  learned  to 

formrr  inflcxibil.ty  in  tactic,  and  to  apply  e/artte 

■'^adt  Green  Sa.  quoted  two  eharacleristic  example,  of 
x.  The  fust  example  is  that  tlie  religious  members  of  the  wn- 
.r<vs  whs>  were  at  first  particularly  skeptical  of  the  possibility 


a united  front  with  ihc  Communists,  on  Sunday  mornmg 
*fff  given  the  opportunity  of  the  private  enjoyment  of  divine 
jervioe.  The  second  example  is  that  the  Roosevelt  project  for 
nuking  provision  for  the  youth  by  an  appropriation  of  $50*000,* 
ftW  tar  the  purpose  of  immediate  assistance  to  the  youth,  on  the 
minim*  of  our  comrades  was  not  labeled  demagogic,  but  rather 
credited  as  a conccrnon  which  the  government  was  obliged  to 
r.ile  in  view  of  the  growing  united  front  movement.  At  the 
time,  the  leaders  of  the  youth  united  front  exposed  the 
UI!fr  inadequacy  of  tins  measure  and  also  pointed  out  how  the 
^vernmem's  plan  threatened  to  impair  the  condition  of  certain 
sections  of  the  youth.  Comrade  Gtrcn  was  quite  right  when  he 
summarized  the  results  of  these  tactics  in  the  following  terms: 

TSlh  i:  turn*  this  project  of  Roosevelt  from  a weapon  against 
Congress  into  an  instrument  for  mobtlizaring  the  youth 

ar  incrra^ed  government  aid/’ 

Here  you  see  the  same  result  as  in  France:  you  see  how  the 
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.«WUl  *4,  ftom  ,h,  ^ 

A|£«tru.c  him.  1 M,c  enemy  lnJ 

Fourth,  thr  comrades  of  the  y0,in„  r-  IWlle* 

thr  L hui«‘d  Sure,  hair  learned  that  it  i*  eastm^l” 

3*  y°tU*h  "mripttom  led  by  the  kmmSZ i '***  ^ 
that  they  have  also  learned  how  to  work  ft»  these ^ 5 
Formerly  such  bourgeois  youth  organi,,^^8*01****** 

counted  by  the  \ oung  Communists  among  the  encm”'  *a^- 
tions,  and  their  millions  of  members  were  * ***** 

regarded  as  "enemies".  1lh°Ul  “«*  * 


I he  fa«  was  ignored  that  in  the  United  States-,*  i 
only  there  the  great  majority  of  the  toting  >outh 

well  organizations.  You  must  not  think  that  the  majority  0f  ,j! 
\outh  are  unorganized.  No,  in  many  countries  the  majority  IR 
organized;  and  not  only  in  the  army,  not  only  in  the  schooh- 
thc\  ti>'  are  IxuirgriMs  organizations — but  directly  in  these  bour- 
geois youth  organizations.  Hut  even  after  we  really  began  to  uy 
that  we  nuivt  work  within  the  ranks  ot  these  organizations,  this 
work  was  understood  in  an  entirely  sectarian  way  as  so-called 
destructive  work".  Now,  "destructive  work"  in  this  sphere  was 
so  little  in  place,  that  it  is  not  to  be  regretted  that,  as  was 
mostly  the  case,  it  simply  remained  on  paper. 

I he  American  voting  comrades  are  speaking  from  experience 
when  they  snv  todav  that  we  must  work  in  these  mass  organiza- 
tions not  with  the  purpose  of  destroying  or  weakening  them,  hut 
to  wo  rk  1 ’to  transform  them  from  centers  ot  bourgeois  influence 
into  centers  of  united  front  struggle,  into  centers  ot  proletarian 
in  tine  nee  \ I he  mass  of  the  youth  regard  these  organizations  as 
their  own,  and  only  by  earnestly  working  to  represent  the  needs 
and  interests  of  the  vouch  through  these  organizations  can  wf 
extend  our  influence  among  the  masses. 

In  these  organizations  our  American  young  comrades  have 
discovered  a large  number  of  functionaries  and  cadres  who  tit 
prepared  to  fight  side  by  side  with  the  Communists  against 
reaction,  and  in  the  course  of  not  quite  a year  the  Young  Com- 
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, . lia,  succeeded  in  crt*dng 

in  il*  0"l,fJ  tion».  ( A pplvu.c) 

1 ,!,e>c  >rr  y,  ' Oimmuimi  l-c*guc  *!“ 

by  |W  11  7',k  work  recently  carried  on  by 

& 1 youth  Orgamteationt 

r#rJt  /•  Bourgroin  ontbu 

i-  i the  Young  Communist  league  of  the 
hthr  *hc'  sUCCCSsfully  within  the  rank*  of  the 
l!SA  po»iblr  and  neccwry  only  .n  «hr 

i nrrd  Sww?  u po^ble  in  many  other  countries, 

01  course  not.  ■ I ^ Hritain,  our  comrades  have 
It  **  if  'he  »amc  l r ‘ i.t.^..,],  in  different  forms.  Or,  more 
1 ■■■,:■  arc  . nlv  |u«  beginning;  they  .rc  com.der.Biy 
Wrird  In  .he  Scandinavian  countries,  out  comrades  arc  so  ate 
e rutting  dm  iliry  even  still  have  oo.  seriously  s«  themselves 

^Naturally,  in  .lie  fascist  countries  this  work  lias  lo  he  carried 
on  differently  from  the  way  it  is  carried  on  under  lega  con 
Cmndt  Oimitroff  has  very  excellently  shown  you  this  in 

brilliant  comparison  with  the  Trojan  horse,  # 

Bur  thr  sc  tactics  must  be  applied  not  only  in  the  fasost  cou 
frits*  but  also  in  many  colonial  countries,  for  instance,  in  ^ lin3' 
^ on  know  that  our  Chinese  young  comrades  in  the  Soviet  regions 
have  perormed  truly  legendary'  deeds  of  heroism*  In  t ic  ^CS*?*** 
fctarc  fighting  is  going  on  they  understand  in  a master  y 35 
aho  how  to  pursue  the  tactics  characterized  by  the  compai 
Wlfh  the  Trojan  horse.  But  in  the  White  regions,  w ***  • 
K-'mintang  terror  Is  raging,  it  is  precisely  m l ese  j, 

:;  ty  art  weak.  The  heroism  of  our  young  Ch  Malraux. 

testified  to  by  the  prominent  French  writer, 'Tj!iptionf  the 
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",mt  ';r0n,inen'  of  ,(,e  A 1 

n*nradf».  I„  vu.w  0f  , . J*c  ««ds  of  0ur  rk- 
ti»f  < hmr*-  comrade*  w,wU  ..  ..  ! ^*8^'  have  ,k** 


, Uimcjc  comrade*  *ri  ia**  * a ditt 

#at"  thr  characterized  bv  the  . Thcy  »“u*t  theJf 

b«'r»c  and  by  mean*  id  these  mP*fl»on  with  rhgTY  0,1 

t h'f  »r  •?  *5£fc 

•alrmcj  people.  (.1pp/JU„.)  y Jo  K.  They 

111  oilier  colonies  loo.  puiicularlp  i„  |ndL,  , 

me  opinion  can  1-e  «h.eved  by  woekmo  in  the  *1  *'*'  J'al“» 
vouth  organizations.  K f,e  ,x,urSfoi»  mii5 


Thu  is  a tremendously  important  taA-  «,-•  . . 
.mpe,..U  countries  from  fcllM1#  • «W 

war.  f low  can  we  speak  jr  4]|  (>f  , c "8^1  against 

to  light  war  in  tlir  event  of  its  outbreak"^  w!  T”'*'*'1*  c,1“» 
thee  big  bourgeois  mass  youth  Sj'  &"“*"*  » 

" ,Ik.  V,T«  nu'mlKrs  “f  '•*  'oihng  people  |*|o„g  Jg* 
organizations  yet  in  most  counirin  we  are  takino  n, 

measure,  to  establish  contacts  with  the  youth  in  order  ZZ 
to  them  the  impending  danger.  phm 

P lh“  * Bolih"‘ik  WJy  <>f  preparing  for  the  event  of  wllr? 

even  )r  n0n\.Aiast  ^#de*»  of  *****  "ms  organization*, 
rn  chose  * ho  in  times  ot  peace"  carry  on  pacifist  propaganda, 

the  moment  the  ruling  bourgeoisie  of  the  country  scans  a war.  in 

mne  cases  out  ot  ten  will,  m one  form  or  another,  place  them- 

, . at  .tflc  and  practically  at  the  service  of  those  con- 

ducting  the  war.  The  mass  of  the  young  members  will  be  caught 
In  surprise  and  will  be  dragged  into  the  war  by  deceit,  if  they 
are  not  prepared  beforehand  tor  all  this  by  their  connections  with 
‘ ,f  °tnmunists,  and  if  the  Communists  do  nothing  in  advance 

cxttpt  prjtc  dlx>yE  miss  work'^ 
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mill  Leagues 


rn  r~n  c“”""  gm 

. m0|„,ri»«  be  prepared  for  .he  even,  of  .n 
*»M""  ' Young  Common...  U.gue.  .« 

iaU f *jr  w .Lay?  Unless  there  are  strong,  active  and 
ik*>ihey  Jff  ,,\1(jn4  0f  tlir  working  class  youth,  organ- 

7 with  the  largest  youth  organization,  of  the 
!!,  <w»'*rf  , ’ lx)th  in  the  fight  against  war  and  in  the 

*-* * 1 tZ,  «• |ikr » ""rirmr<i  •olditr- 

ha  (hat  strong  revolutionary  organization,  are 
ff‘n'  'r'Vy  no  means  follows  that  our  Young  Communist 
******  ml  accept  only  such  new  member*  who  are  already 
U£n*rv.  already  Communist,  already  fully  capable  of 
r r \V  The  JiOTf  of  our  youth  organizations  must  be  thrown 
n!  Wherever  these  organizations  are  legal  they  must  be 
. r"'Hn  «;de  open  to  all  voung  men  and  women  as  long  as  they 

i * *i  J Z' 


. . tmmft  \ t 111  i*  l*.1 


The  whole  life  of  the  Communist  youth  organization,  must 
so  refashioned  that  new  members  who  are  not  yet  Commu- 
msr  and  who  are  not  yet  accustomed  to  Communist  discipline 
irJ  activity  should  feel  at  home  in  the  Young  Communist 
League,  come  to  us  willingly,  experience  a vivid  interest  in  the 
hie  of  our  organizations  and  find  in  the  latter  the  opportunity 
<>:  developing  step  by  step  into  Communists. 

Ihictuiition  of  membership  has  been  particularly  great  in  our 
.rj;h  organizations.  What  is  this  fluctuation?  It  is  a criticism  of 
'”'ir  wfuridnirm  by  the  sympathizing  masses!  (Applause.)  As  a 
u:.r.  sectarianism  is  especially  expressed  in  the  fact  that 
excessive  demands  arc  immediately  made  of  new  members  in 
’-r  matter  of  organization  and  discipline,  demands  they  cannot 
furthermore,  their  work  is  badly  organized,  is  mostly  of  a 
technical  nature,  and  so  tedious  as  to  be  calculated  to  kill  the 
most  lively  interest.  If,  however,  a new  member  is  unable  to 
fulfil  the  demands  made  of  him,  he  is  very  often  ruthlessly  crici* 
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,IJWJ  by  our  youth  func 
ItavT  mfornution  from  li 


' ' '»*  is  one— if  nor  «l,.  > ,U4(H>n  is 

'"  * '"""'  |>.mv  » '««  on, 

orgi™,,™,.  forvi„K  w|lich  |us  , " ,r  l»->  of  ,|,c 

criticized  In  Comrade  Dimitroff.  fcn  So  rigf,,jv 

1,1  r U,U'r  *«*  onf  «uld  often  hear  hair-splitti.n 
imong  our  young  comrades  on  the  following  -i  8 arSu,"ems 

five:  should  our  vouch  organizations  be  cducatio  'T  altrrn3 
1 10 ns  or  fighting  organizations?  A fight  wis  -i'. 
i hr  "opportunist  deviation”  that  was  .illegally 
garchng  the  youth  organizations  as  educational  ^ 'n  ft 
Naturally  if  education  » taken  as  meaning  only^r^T ' 
means  of  hooks,  theses.  lectures  ete  tUi-  ■ . °°lln8  by 

edly  an  opportunist  one.  Hut  how  did  I Undo.ul>t‘ 

At  the  Third  Congress  of  die  Russian  VP  W**? 
League,  held  in  October.  1920.  he  said' the 

practical  KtWtL^to  \uch tint  j/T''  '•  *"  w**ni»  its 
onmn,  and  fighting,  ,t  shall  train  its 

“ UJV"  lt  « **  ^ rrain  them  to 

I A.-  ( entrnl  Tail:  „(  the  Young  Communhl  Interuulwnel 

now  it  /o'rt/jWfjr**'  I*"/  ' °mf  t-“mmun'st  lutcrn.ition.il 

“*  If  lit  , y “I  m°Kmn‘  U««m. 

4 W tofttoha  effmao n.  This  ccnnl  risk  has  |xcn  c|„r|v 

1..J  definitely  set  forth  hy  Comrade  Grorgi  Dimitroff  i„  hit 

7 ’"J  m r rTl“r,0n  on  ,l,<'  ««<*  Point  of  the  agenda 

and  was  greeted  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm  by  the  delegation 

from  the  Communist  youth  to  our  World  Congress.  The  line  of 

the  ^oung  Communist  International  for  the  next  immediate 

penod  of  the  struggle  has  been  thereby  laid  down. 


r of  the  Young  Communist  International 

Thf  n*4t  jnAs|S  Jp3si  experience,  concretize  and  explain  this 
0(1  ‘ u 0f  die  Communist  youth  for  each  country,  and 
at  f0"!,.  individual.  immediate  practical  tasks.  There  is  no 


r*  I it  lit  maiviuud-i  *■■■■** i 

* jf ' me  to  anticipate  this  work  of  the  Congress  of  the 
. | rf  | milv  want  to  point  out  the  decisive  and  imme- 

^ C n stance  of  this  question  for  all  countries  of  the  capi- 
•>'-  for  the  youth  movement  and  for  the  fight  of 

'h  toilers  against  fascism,  war  and  the  capitalist  offensive. 

‘ " r , ril]t-.  die  organizations  of  the  Socialist  youth  arc  hedged 

,ff  and  isolated  no  less  than  the  Young  Communist  Leagues. 
They  are  today  for  the  most  part  half-dormant  educational  or* 


sanitations 


without  any  serious  value  as  factors  in  the  proletarian 


class  struggle.  Hut  by  means  of  close  contact  with  the  Communist 
,|v  they  could  be  aroused  to  new  life  and  fresh  activity. 

An  amalgamation  of  forces  and  permanent  unity  of  action 
by  the  Young  Socialist  Leagues  and  the  Young  Communist 
leagues  would  undoubtedly  result  in  a vigorous  influx  of  the 
working  class  youth  into  both  these  organizations.  Together  they 
would  constitute  a leading  force  in  the  mass  youth  movement  of 
their  country,  especially  in  the  movement  against  fascism,  which 
is  threatening  to  annihilate  both  the  Communist  youth  and  the 
Socialist  youth,  and  all  progressive  youth  organizations. 

That  is  why  Comrade  Dimitroff  called  upon  the  youth  to 
form  an  Anti-Fascist  Association  of  the  Young  Communist  and 
Young  Socialist  Leagues  on  the  platform  of  the  class  struggle. 
This  appeal  of  Comrade  Dimitroff  is  certainly  calculated  to 
arouse  a very  strong  response  among  the  Socialist  youth. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Communist  youth,  on  their  part,  to  do 
all  they  can  to  make  it  easy  for  the  Socialist  youth  organizations 
to  accept  this  proposal.  This  will  help  the  youth  movement  to 
make  a great  stride  forward. 

But  this  international  task  in  no  way  implies  that  in  certain 
countries  one  cannot  and  should  not  go  further.  If  the  Commu- 
nisr  International  today  has  placed  on  the  order  of  the  day  even 


fhr  qnr*(utn  of  muting  the  Banin,  it  U obvtou*  d^t  |]ke  ^ 
hint  of  4 union  of  ilif  S^ialut  ,ind  t omimumt  youth  i,f  4n 
u*(ion*  m 4 number  of  roumrb  i>  all  ihr  greuirf. 

1 lie  Young  t ommunjit  league  of  1 ranee  has  M€ttd  ai 
juunrer  in  1 Juv  tjiuitinfi,  too;  it  ha*  kildly  and  opnily  caJten  tl 
utifutivr  and  ha%  approached  the  \ oung  Socialist  Tragus  wiiti 
4 platform  of  uni  tv  *huti  kai  met  wiih  v>  arm  rnponie 
ihr  Socialist  vvhuIl  Thu  question  is  already  an  immediate  une  m 
Spam  tin**  It  mav  m the  verv  near  future  Kcome  immediate  m 
many  other  countries,  such  as  Austria,  Belgium  and  the  U.S  A 

In  tlie  Young  Socialist  International  a Left  wing  has  already 
tunned  winch  iv  fighting  for  a untied  front  and  which  u com, 
rng  closer  to  the  revolutionary  position.  It  cannot  be  otherwise4 
on  the  eve  of  great  mass  *1  juggles,  the  bnt  forces*  the  moit 
militant  forces  of  die  working  class  vourh*  leave  the  camp  of 
reformism  lor  the  camp  of  the  proletarian  revolution.  And  dm 
tv  true  not  only  ol  (hr  forces  of  the  working  class  youth,  but  also 
of  the  youth  of  other  toiling  classes,  trie  student  youth,  and  so 
on.  They  arc  placing  frrvh,  militant  forces  at  the  disposal  of  the 
active  amiv'  of  the  fight  for  social  emancipation. 


W e are  already  observing  tins  in  all  those  countries  where 
die  ( omtnun ists  a!one  have  been  able  to  (ovtcr  in  the  right  way 
the  radtcaliutiofi  of  the  youth  in  the  ranks  of  the  Ixnirgeois 
mass  organ  i/a  t ions. 

Ilnur  the  tat  n -aching  and  immediate  significance  of  the 
wvond  task  of  the  vouth  as  outlined  bv  Comrade  Dimitroff,  the 
task  of 


umtfmg  the  twees  of  a!!  non  fascist  mav*  vt«utfi  or garii rations, 
imhhimg  v nidi  ot  die  ftade  unions,  cooperative*, 

cU  . ‘W\  dir  bav*  of  the  broadest  united  front,  even  to  the  forma- 
tioft  of  various  l of  ic^mon  tor  the  struggle 

ajraifitr  fataun*  against  die  unprecedented  manner  in  which  the 
v outh  u being  ^rripjvd  of  everv  nghr,  again*!  the  nvilitariiation  of 
die  youth,  -md  for  the  economic  and  cultural  rights  of  the  youth 
generation/' 
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f«*»—  “4 


prth.  <hi> ..  'i*  |,n*  °‘ th*  °mr 

,b , U'*>‘  »/  y’“,h 


I ,vrmr»<  »<*'  * un,,,,<1  yoU,h  tm?  "" 
recent Iv  come  into  .log.ru 

J‘V‘'U  "'oU  slog»ns:  .lie  ‘log*"  »<  fr"dom- 

% "j  the  .iog*«  »< <h*.  **!''  1°'  ^‘Z 

>!«■  A>ub,‘  *h°uid  ‘-r  rr 

,,  » ° n„nJ1  „f  many  of  out  comrades.  For  they 

> I""1""  ‘ that  the  .l.igans  we  support  must  aland  the  teat 
*!*>*•  vff*  0f  JloUlirvik  principles  and  it  cannot 

,f  (Titifom  on  inc 


■*  ±T»n.tadc.  who  have  these  doubt,  {ail  to  real.ee  the. 
love  changed,  .ha.  slogan,  are  not  petrified  things,  but 
. ,h„r  living  com.n.  changes  in  accordance  with  time  and 
“ «e  The  slogan  of  freedom  was  at  one  time  a revolu- 
•/nan'  »!oSan  111  l*'c  b°urKco,s  revolution,  it  then  became  a 
rffomi.it  slogan,  and  finally,  still  later,  a counter-revolutionary 
>Vcm.  In  Germany,  for  instance,  in  1 928- 3 2.  when  the  Social* 
Democrats  were  in  the  government  and  issued  the  slogan 
"Against  Dictatorship  from  the  Right  and  the  Left,  for  Free* 
ciom”.  this  was  a counter-revolutionary  slogan  of  the  Soaal- 
Drmocratic  government-  But  today,  the  slogan  of  freedom,  if  it 
u advanced  as  a slogan  in  the  fight  not  dgdinst  the  Communists, 
hut  in  a united  from  together  with  the  Communists  against 
fascism,  naturally  acquires  an  entirely  different  content*  These 
i logans  of  the  people’s  front  are,  of  course,  vague,  and  it  is  our 
duty  to  make  them  clear.  We  must  put  the  question  before  the 
masses  clearly:  freedom  for  which  cldtses ? Otherwise,  these 
dogans  may  result  in  clouding  the  class-consciousness  of  the 
proletariat  and  its  allies. 

Hence  the  question  must  be  made  clear,  and  it  is  J*nwj** 
'imply  to  reject  such  slogans.  These  old  slogans  must  rather 


Kivri.  a new  revvlut.or.ir>-  co.urnr.  Lenin  wjJ:  -l-  . . 

If  W,  „ „ *rn,  vtry  important  # M nee<* 

tu’H,  If  it  hutdlut  or  ,/,  <»<Wir."  ti-.,,/,. 

In  »«Jn,„  will  l hr  new  'Trench  nu„„„  „(  , 

,n  fr.nn  movrmnit  thrv  I, .....  I 

,.t  the  j./ro/.  of  youth.  Perl,., Pi  ;s  :jm,  *°  **gun 

In-  .fjcctfil?  N...  the  fee.  ..f  .hr  „ thl,  ^ *»<-  »u,t 

t.oiurh  ideal*  and  revolutionary  ideal*.  The  r , 'lfl  trac‘ 
re jr* trd  and  the  latter  pri/rd.  The  Am ,w  iJeW,  TT"  mUV  ly 
CotnmuMifC  ideals.  And  the*  ideal,  wc  must.  «f  co|"^Cr‘a,i«' 

W,lir!'  U,'r”  ">•  'l«  wijert  ,he\"“h 

la.  .A  Alum  » -li.il  tri-niriiihiui  ,|,c  s,,vi,,  , l,,;. 

ftp,  particularly  meg  the  youth  of  tile  capilaliA.  r»„„ 

tu  W'n?C  1"  ,l,r  «l>'rvrmr„.s  „f"£ 

-V.  ir,  I 'm. ml  I.m  wait  wr  arc  when  i,  j,  , ™ 

known  the  whole  glorious  future  that  faces  Soviet  youth'  Tf  ' 

one  ..I  .he.,,,...  imp., .tun.  political  tad.,  of  .hr  youth  move, urn',’ 

I have  before  me  a .peel,  made  1-y  a So,  ir.  Kirl  who  hnohrj 

I ljt'  »P™K-  1 w«  t.;a.l  von  certain  passages  depicting 

tlir  position  of  Soviet  youth.  This  young  comrade  $ayi; 

^The  doon  TO  a joyful  juJ  creativr  lifr  w ind  widely  and  hm 
puWy  open  he  (ore  m, 

Engineers*  rurom,  fravcorJmm,  agronomists*  writers*  cliem* 
istt,  electrical  engineer* — all  are  needed  hv  my  young  and  atari  out 
country, 

n>s.  Mayakovsky  was  right:  "Life  is  good*  and  it  U good  to 
-nr  m such  a tp.endid  era  and  in  our  splendid  country.  Bays  and 
girls  of  our  age  abroad  have  never  known  such  glorious,  sunny, 
joyful  times,  such  as  we  are  experiencing  today, 

* , - This  opportunity  for  joyful,  cheerful  and  thorough  study 
us  bv  our  parents,  by  our  brothers  in  the  October 
lighting,  under  the  leadership  of  eur  great  Communist  Party, 

, . * Among  us  there  are  not  only  future  engineers,  technicians, 
chemists,  agronomists,  Red  Army  commanders,  airmen  and  tank* 
operators,  among  us  there  are  also  writers*  poets,  composers  and 

sculptors*  among  us  there  are  volley-ball  players,  chess  players  and 
fine  athletes! 
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, . »•  «*  S**  UnJ!.A  "rmrn 

, «v  *lf  ,|,r  v . U Usk  of  f*mq«<ring  nmr  inJ  •!*«. 

(1,t  if***  J*. zL  wr  OttlM  Uvo  Iona.  w »hall  [lvt 

tft  aunt  to  l'“  “ (l|(>  MJ(  0f  building  the  Communist 

- -hr  yui.ili  «h,l  m drained  to  build  the 

(\ifti^1|jri ^ li j II  learn  to  know,  fti  master,  to  open  up  (hr 

" ******  U^e  firminu  nt.  When  our  country  commands 
At***;  f\’ f J"4  fV).rv  , nr  of  u»  will  become  j hrro. 
gitof* f,m  , . our  ( .ninny  i*  no  scnjelm  clww  after  fame: 

7 in  thr  »rn*'u»  dav  to-day  Mruggle  and  work.”  (Loud 

- k#ro:»fU  t*  lM 


( omradrs,  if  things  like  were  translated  into  the  Un- 
70f  other  countries,  using  the  fresh  language  of  youth,  it 
^uJj  p^rhjps  bring  greater  p«ditica1  benefit  to  our  revolution 
j-v  agit^1'011  t*ian  Pl‘hlhhing  lifeless  statistical  tables. 

Comrades,  you  will  see  from  the  positive  examples  I have 
mentioned  herr,  taken  from  our  youth  movement,  that  in  certain 
countries  the  Communist  youth  has  already  taken  the  first  de- 
risive steps  to  learn  "to  swim  in  the  stormy  sea  of  the  class 
struggle”,  as  Comrade  Georgi  Dimitroff  expressed  it. 

We  at  this  Congress  are  all  inspired  by  the  firm  conviction 
that  the  new  tactical  orientation  that  Comrade  Dimitroff  out* 
lined  with  such  power  of  conviction  will  help  us  to  achieve  really 
great  successes  in  every  sphere  of  our  world  movement,  and  not 
least  in  our  youth  movement. 

But,  comrades,  one  thing  is  certain,  namely,  that  this  will 
not  take  place  automatically.  Above  all,  it  is  absolutely  essential 
that  the  Communist  Parties  should  give  the  youth  movement 
constant  and  solicitous  aid,  much  more  effective  aid  and  leader- 
ship than  hitherto.  I address  this  demand  not  to  all  the  Commu- 
nist Parties,  but  to  most  of  them.  Why?  The  young  comrades  of 
France  and  the  United  States  tell  us  that  they  have  nothing  to 
complain  of,  that  the  Parties  in  those  countries  really  help  them. 
Comrade  Raymond  said:  ' Formerly  we  helped  the  Party,  now 
the  Party  helps  us.”  The  successes  gained  by  our  youth  through 


It*  own  cliort*  liavr  .»l*o  given  the  Party  IcaJmhip  a letter 
iiinlrrstiiiiJmg  of  the  role  and  nred-i  of  ilie  Young  Communist 

1 r ague. 

But  all  Communist  Parties,  all  leaders  of  the  Communist 
Parties  must  understand  once  for  .ill  that  tlu*  youth  movement  is 
the  hfjri  of  the  movement  for  social  emancipation.  Otir  youth, 
our  hopes,  are  growing.  Hut  they  would  grow  ten  times  faster  if 
the  Party  leadership  earnestly  helped  the  Young  Communist 
Leagues  and  if  they  assigned  really  capable  forces  to  assist  the 
youth.  Some  leaders  of  our  youth  movement  have  during  the 
past  few  scars  grown  to  the  stature  of  real  youth  leaders.  But  it 
will  not  do  for  every  functionary  of  a Young  Communist  League 
w ho  lias  proved  himself  to  be  a capable  worker  in  the  youth  move- 
ment to  be  immediately  taken  away  from  this  work  by  the 
leadership  of  the  Party,  as  is  now  often  the  case. 

Of  course,  the  Young  Communist  League  is  among  other 
things  a school  of  cadres  for  the  Party.  But  a school  that  is 
robbed  of  every  capable  teacher  and  leader  is  of  no  value. 
{Stormy  applause.) 

Comrades,  the  second  imperialist  world  war  is  approaching. 
Preparations  are  being  made  for  the  most  criminal  of  all  crim- 
inal wars — a counter-revolutionary  imperialist  attack  on  the 
Soviet  country,  the  fatherland  of  the  workers  of  all  countries. 

Well,  we  know  that  this  war — as  Comrade  Stalin  said — will 
be  a most  dangerous  war  for  the  bourgeoisie.  But  whom  the 
gods  would  destroy,  they  first  make  blind. 

The  ruling  bourgeoisie  is  steering  towards  a most  dangerous 
military  adventure.  In  many  countries  it  has  already  selected 
stone-blind  and  insane  adventurers  as  "leaders",  and  has  turned 
over  the  government  to  their  bands. 

Perhaps  the  German  bourgeoisie  docs  not  deserve  better 
leaders,  but  the  world  must  be  protected  against  the  frenzy  of 
such  leaders. 

The  Japanese  military  leaders  arc  "apostles  of  peace”  (as 
General  Ar.tki  called  himself  and  his  accomplices)  not  less  dan- 
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, . |„  Poland,  too,  it  U not  political 
tht  «•"*"  Mm  of  R..v«..mr.>.i  and  Br.tuh.m- 
that  .'and'/'  |u„  („,  conquest,  t.  prepared  to 

e-'  aai  , I nillj-r  II  n t Iff  A 


tvfll  a I t in  US  lUii  ’ 

Si*"-,  ‘"T  I , nd.ret.lv,  any  advtn.um.  govtrnmtn.  ■„  a 
J^ort,  dr«  V"r  c„im,rv.  Titty  are  all  from  vat, out  and, 

J,  «**in>t ! “vioB  .lit  world  into  a ntw  maaaacre  of  tht  ptoplta. 

inJ  corn"*  (C  0f  war.  . 

Hence  d*  |"f.n  . t frifihten  us.  But  it  demands  an  earnest 

"f  <>«  for  ,h' 

*"J  '“‘ofretiatins.  (»'  combatting  tht  war  prtparat.on.  of  the 
purjx^  *.  dmunds  that  the  millions  of  members  of  the 

bourge^'  ij|n  must  ^ iUmmoned  for  the  united  front. 

^“ftweUc  can  we  resist  the  imperialist  warmongers? 


We  want  to  atta 


ck  our  class  enemies  in  the  rear,  when  they 


t thc  waf  against  the  Soviet  Union.  But  how  can  we  do  so  if 
dw  majority  of  the  toiling  youth  follow  not  us,  but,  for  instance, 

Qtholic  priests  or  the  liberal  chameleons? 

\Ve  often  repeat  the  slogan  of  transforming  the  imperialist 
wir  into  a civil  war  against  the  bourgeoisie,  in  itself,  the  slogan 
u a good  one.  but  it  becomes  an  empty  and  dangerous  phrase 
if  we  do  nothing  serious  in  advance  to  create  a united  youth 
front.  {Loud  applause.) 

We  need  a revolutionary  youth  movement  at  least  ten  times 
Ai  broad  as  our  Parties,  and  a united  youth  front  hundreds  of 
times  broader  still.  That  this  is  entirely  possible  in  many  coun- 
tries is  shown  by  the  achievements  of  our  rrench  and  American 
voting  comrades. 

Only  if  we  undertake  and  press  this  work  everywhere  with 
the  greatest  possible  energy,  only  if  we  achieve  really  important 
successes  in  this  work,  shall  we  be  able  to  say  that  we  are  pre- 
paring the  masses  in  a Bolshevik  way  against  the  event  of  an 
imperialist  war. 

We  also  invite  the  pacifist  youth  organizations  to  join  the 
united  front.  Nevertheless,  we  must  continually  remind  the 
youth  what  Lenin  taught  us: 
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"V*HI  wilt  he  fivrn  A gun.  Tale  it  and  (earn  well  th<  ,,f  w 
Thi*  u nf.tivm  lor  the  proletarians  not  in  mder  (l,  ,}KX>J  * 
brothers,  the  worker*  of  other  countries  . but  in  order  to  fi  ,| 
against  i lie  bourgeoisie  of  vour  nun  country,  in  order  to  put 
end  to  ripl.*  ration,  poverty  and  war,  not  by  means  of  go,,J  ,nrrn 
tions.  but  by  4 victory  over  :lic  bourgeoior  and  by  dwarminn 
them.'*  8 

If  our  Parties  and  our  youth  tirry  on  the  tight  against  war 
in  this  spirit,  then*  can  tv  no  doubt  chat  in  a number  of  countries 
(hr  counterrevolutionary  imperialist  war  will  lead  to  revolution 
and  that  bv  the  end  of  tins  world  war  many  a Got  ring  will  prr 
sent  as  pitiful  a pierurr  as  van  drr  Luhbe  did  in  Leipzig.  (I Mud 
applause.) 

Long  live  the  Bohhrvik  youth! 

Long  live  the  glorious  Soviet  fatlnrrtand! 

long  live  tf>e  great  leader  of  fife  world  proletariat — Stalin 1 

(Loud  and  prolonged  applause.  All  (fond  amid tt  cries  of 
tied  Front!"  "Hurrah!"  and  "Banzai!"  The  "J tinge  Garde" 
Carmagnole"  and  other  revolutionary  songs  arc  sung.) 
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1 1 24  Vj  Brooklyn  Avt* 
1|i !w*mk*rt  41 1 Wait  Stale  St* 
Uiwm*jp+lit:  241  Marquette  A vt 
AVi-urlr  12  44  Raymond  Utrd* 
ZVrir  ltd »#«*  110  Park  5t< 

■Vn**  YerA:  10  Fats  Hik  St* 

140  Second  Annul 
4ff  Prospect  Ave*,  Broti* 
14f  Suiter  Avc.f  Brooklyn 
4SH  - 14th  Are*,  B’Uf* 
Omskd I?  2404  Parker  St* 


0*4  food;  147  1 2 iL  Si, 

Fdtft  ntwi  201  MoUi  St, 

r**UJ*lphtMi  4ft  N.  Ilk  Sc,  u i. 
Hi  W,  Allegheny  Ave. 
40*1  Gintd  Avi, 

2404  Knift  Av«, 

Fittil'migh:  till  Fiflk  Av#, 

Perth*  J(  44  Alder  St, 

111  WiAtivdnBter  Sc, 
Room  41 

Rtsitngi  224  North  Ninth 
\ji r*m**tot  1024  Sixth  $c 
Sf,  touilf  >120  Franklin  Ave, 

Seiil  l.*kw  Cityi  4M  Hooper  Bldg. 
Stf*  Dirge;  111  E Sc 
\*tt  lr**chtot 

170  Golden  Gal#  A VC. 

Hit  Golden  Gate  All. 

142  Valencia  St, 

111  Haight  Si, 

&**(*  Pstia f*i  201  W.  C anon 

Perdido 

Sralilri  7 1 1 VI  Pin#  St, 

4124  UnWertity  Way 
24th  and  Rtitatll  Su. 

21  S Waih«ng(ott  SU  R.14 
$*  [trior;  401  Tower  Are, 

Tor  cm*:  1111  Tacoma  Are, 
Toitiot  214  Michigan 
WAibington,  D.C.;  111  r Sct  NW 
Youngttoum;  110  W.  federal  Si,, 

led  floor 


Write  for  a complete  catalog  to 
any  of  the  above  add  rasa  or  to 

WORKERS  LIBRARY  PUBLISHERS 

P,  O.  Bov  148,  Sta.  D New  York  City 


